
 

 

Gloucestershire Joint Waste Committee  

 

Member and Public Questions  

 

1. Questions at Gloucestershire Joint Waste Committee Meetings  

 

At each meeting of the Joint Waste Committee, there will be a period of up to 30 

minutes for the committee to consider written and oral questions. The length of 

the question time will be no more than 30 minutes in total. 

 

An elected member, or any person who lives or works in the county, may submit 

a written question on any matter which relates to an item on the Joint Waste 

Committee agenda for that meeting.  

 

A written copy of the question must have been submitted to Democratic Services 

at Shire Hall, Gloucester by 6.00 pm three clear working days before the date of 

the meeting. 

 

At the Chairman’s invitation, an elected member, or any person who lives or 

works in the county, may ask oral questions about any matter on the agenda for 

that meeting, provided he or she gives notice of the question to Democratic 

Services at Shire Hall, Gloucester at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the 

meeting.  

 

2. Response  

 

A written answer will be provided to a written question and will be given to the 

questioner and to the committee before being read out at the meeting by the 

Chairman for the meeting.  

 

If the person who submitted the question agrees, the answer need not be read 

out. If the person who submitted the question is not present, the Chairman may 

decide whether or not the answer shall be read out. 

 

A copy of all written questions and answers circulated at the meeting will be 

attached to the signed copy of the minutes of the meeting. 

 

3. Supplementary Questions 

 

A person who has put a written question may, with the consent of the Chairman, 

as a supplementary question on the same subject as the original question. 

 

 

 



An answer to a supplementary question will take the form of: -  

  

a) A direct oral question;   

 

b) Where the information required is contained in a council document or other 

published work, the questioner will be given the name of that document, and if 

the Chairman considers it appropriate, the relevant part of the document will 

be read out;  

 

c) If the information required is not easily available, a written answer will be sent 

to the questioner and circulated to members of the committee. 

 

4. General  

 

All questions must be directed through the Chairman;   

 

There will be no discussion on any question from members of the public;  

 

Written questions may be rejected and oral questions need not be answered if 

the Chairman considers that they are: -  

 

a) Defamatory, frivolous or offensive;  

 

b) Substantially the same that as a question that has been put to the committee 

in the past six months; or  

 

c) Required the disclosure of confidential or exempt information 

 

In every case, the Chairman must specify the reason for rejecting a question or 

not requiring an answer to be given.  

 

If the Chairman decides not to allow a further question and has given reasons for 

the decision, then the decision shall be final. An issue will not be deferred if 

someone is unable to attend the meeting. 

 

All decisions will be at the Chairman’s discretion.  
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